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our armchairs, it is well to remember that op-
pression drives even wise men mad. And Ter-
tullian, though great, was hardly wise. Eloquent,
illogical, fiercely right and splendidly wrong, he
is one of a type of men not yet extinct, whose
liearts are greater than their heads.

4. The second century was also the century
of heresy, especially of Gnosticism. The Gnostics
were to the Church its greatest evil and its
greatest good. The majority of them might be
described as bankrupt philosophers, who re-
floated their philosophy on Christian credit.
Such men were philosophers first and Christians
only in the second place; but the fact that they
used the Name of Christ at all is a significant
proof that heathenism was dying. They en-
grafted on the living tree of Christianity shoots
cut from the dying trunk of heathenism.

The heathen had for centuries been occupied
with speculations with regard to the origin of
the world through evolution of some kind.
These speculations the Gnostics carried on, and
thought to find in them an explanation not only
of the physical universe, but also of Christianity
and of moral evil. This ancient theory of evo-
lution differed from similar modern theories by